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Chafetz behind the baton for 14 MSO holiday concerts
By Tom Strini of the Journal Sentinel

Posted: Dec. 16, 2008

Conductor Stuart Chafetz entered his dressing room Dec. 7 to find
Andreas Delfs, music director of the Milwaukee Symphony; Delfs' wife,
Amy; and MSO concertmaster Frank Almond and his wife, Katie.

"I walked in, there they all were, and I had to take a moment and
remember where I was," Chafetz said.

The encounter occurred not in Milwaukee but Hawaii. Chafetz is
conductor of the Maui Pops, and Almond was the featured soloist at the
Dec. 7 program. In addition to his MSO duties, Delfs is music director of
the Honolulu Symphony Orchestra. In addition to his duties with the
Maui Pops, Chafetz is the timpanist of the Honolulu Symphony and
resident conductor of the Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra.

The Milwaukee-Hawaii musical connections are so extensive that you'd
think some planning went into them.

But forget about intelligent design. It all happened by chance.

Delfs likes going to Hawaii, and he was willing to step in to try to help
the financially shaky HSO find its legs. His appointment in the fall of
2007 had nothing to do with Chafetz coming to the MSO. Chafetz, 45, is
trying to build his conducting career, and the No. 2 conducting post at
the MSO is a boost. He applied for the MSO job at the prompting of a
friend in the mallet trade, MSO timpanist Dean Borghesani.

Chafetz flew into town Dec. 8 for two busy weeks of holiday concerts. By Saturday, Chafetz will have led 14
concerts in venues including retirement homes, hospitals, community centers, concert halls and churches.

The most visible public, ticketed program is the "Holiday Classics" run that starts tonight at St. Josaphat
Basilica, moves Friday to the Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist and winds up Saturday at the Sharon
Lynne Wilson Center for the Arts.

Chafetz started conducting out of necessity. In 1999, when the Honolulu Symphony had shut down
temporarily because of labor and financial issues, his colleagues asked him to conduct a benefit concert.
That effort led to the development of the Maui Pops and made Chafetz think that a conducting career might
be possible for him.

"A negative turned into an opportunity," Chafetz said.

He attended a conducting workshop in Connecticut, where he improved his baton technique and also met
Ann Krinitsky, a violinist and conductor. They are now married.

Chafetz leads the Nova Vista Symphony, an accomplished amateur orchestra in San Jose, Calif., and has a
principal-guest relationship with the professional Naples (Fla.) Philharmonic. Among his guest credits are
the New Mexico Symphony, the Florida Orchestra and three Chicago Symphony family concerts. He also
conducts at the Chautauqua Festival in upstate New York every summer.

"The conducting is going better than I ever imagined it would," Chafetz said. "Conducting has made me a
better player, and playing in an orchestra has made me a better conductor. I learned from my colleagues. I
know what they need."

Chafetz programmed the MSO "Holiday Classics" within fairly narrow constraints.

The MSO has split in two for this holiday season, with half playing the morning and afternoon concerts and
the other half playing the evening concerts. Each unit tops out at 45 players.
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He ended up with repertoire that leans more classical than Christmas: Mozart's "Marriage of Figaro"
Overture; Vaughan Williams' Fantasia on "Greensleeves"; "Winter" from Vivaldi's "The Four Seasons";
Wagner's "A Siegfried Idyll"; Grieg's "Holberg" Suite; Bach's Suite No. 1; and, as a finale, an audience sing-
along "Hallelujah" Chorus from Handel's "Messiah."

Can the audience handle the "Hallelujah" choral part all by itself?

The conductor shrugged his shoulders, then smiled. "We're just going to go for it."

If you go

What: "Holiday Classics" series by Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra, resident conductor Stuart Chafetz and
violinist Frank Almond

When and where: 7:30 p.m. today and Thursday, St. Josaphat Basilica, 2333 S. 6th St.; 7:30 p.m.
Friday, Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist, 812 N. Jackson St.; 8 p.m. Saturday, Sharon Lynne Wilson
Center for the Arts, 19805 W. Capitol Drive, Brookfield

Tickets: Call the MSO ticket line, (414) 291-7605, or visit www.mso.org for tickets for the basilica ($29-
$36) and cathedral ($29-$41) concerts. Call the Wilson Center box office, (262) 781-9520, for tickets to
the Saturday performance ($25-$48).

E-mail Tom Strini at tstrini@journalsentinel.com.
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